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Welcome to the newest version of the B.A.S.H.E.R.T.
Bulletin. Some of the regular features you will find here are:

Upcoming Events

Next meeting

Regular Articles of Interest
Field Trip highlights
Family Feature

Kids Corner

For Your Information

Please consider contributing to the B.A.S.H.E.R.T. Bulletin
to help make it more it more informative, helpful and
interesting.

Baltimore Area Support for Home Education with
Regard to Torah



B.A.S.H.E.R.T.

BALTIMORE AREA SUPPORT FOR HOME
EDUCATION WITH REGARD TO TORAH IS A
HOMESCHOOL SUPPORT GROUP FOR JEWISH
HOMESCHOOLERS IN THE BALTIMORE AREA.
WE ARE DEDICATED TO PROVIDING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR JEWISH HOMESCHOOLING
FAMILIES TO NETWORK, FIND RESOURCES,
DEVELOP FRIENDSHIPS AND RECIEVE
ENCOURAGEMENT ALONG THE
HOMESCHOOLING JOURNEY. OUR PRIMARY
FOCUS IS TO MEET THE UNIQUE NEEDS OF
JEWISH HOMESCHOOLERS THAT CANNOT BE
MET WITHIN A PURELY SECULAR CONTEXT

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FOR OUR ANNUAL NEW

HOMESCHOOLER ORIENTATION

AND SOCIAL ON SUNDAY, JULY 6,

2003. e

ORIENTATION BEGINS AT 2:00
SOCIAL BEGINS AT 3:30

LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED
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UPCOMING EVENTS

END OF THE YEAR CELEBRATION

HELP

Please plan now to join us for an WANTED

awesome end of the year program.

When: Sunday, June 15, 12pm We arelooking for a
Where: A park to be announced handful of parentsto
Details: Bring your own food . fill certain key
positions within the
group to makeit
wor k more smoothly.

We are planning a cel ebration that
will be an opportunity to get together
with other homeschoolers and share

the things that our kids have We need:
accomplished during the year. Each

child will also have the opportunity Treasurer
to share with the group about a Secretary
project they worked on, afield trip Newletter

they enjoyed, a piece of music they

have been working on, etc. And we F_dgl:t?llsher

will set up tables for displays, too. i€ trip co-
Please plan to come and help us dl ordinator
make this a success for the children Refreshments
aswell asthe adults. Call Peninato coordinator
register or for info. 410-358-9704 Chesed committee

SILVER PENNY SUMMER THEATRE

PROGRAM AT Towson UniversiTy  Please bethinking
about how you can

This program, sponsored by the help by choosing a
Towson University Theatre position to servein
department is atwo-sesson sUMmer  for the upcoming
day camp for ages 8-14 designed to  'gchog] year.

teach children various aspects of

theatre arts. For moreinfo, see

brochure at the May meeting or Thank you_,

check out www.towson.edu/ Penina Taylor
silverpenny.



http://www.towson.edu/

WHY B.A.S.H.E.R.T. NEEDS TO
SURVIVE

By Penina Taylor

Homeschooling moms get their needs met in many different ways.
Mostly, we don’t get our needs met at al. But one of the ways we do
thisisthrough social interaction with other homeschooling moms.
Last year | wrote an article for the Bulletin entitled, “The Myth of
Socialization and the value of Play”. Init | discussed many of the

mi sconcieved notions that non-homeschool ers have about
homeschool ers and their lack of socialization aswell as my opinion
that parents who homeschool need to spend more time socializing and
playing in order to provide for thier own needs. Last month, | wrote
about the concept of community and how important it can be to have
a community to help one through the more difficult timesin life. This
month | wish to discuss the need for “community” for Jewish
homeschoolersin particular and why a group like BASHERT is so
important.

I had the opportunity to witness how a homeschool support group can
not only succeed, but also really provide encouragement to its
members. Several yearsago, | had the honor of observing achristian
homeschool support group that had quadrupled its size from 30
families to 120 familiesin just four years. Not only had they grown at
a phenomenal rate, but the members of the group al felt that their
needs as homeschoolers, and in particular as christian homeschoolers,
were being met abundantly. One of the reasonsfor this success, that
was cited by an overwhelmingly large amount of people| talked to
was their common Faith.

One’s Faith determines alot about who oneis. Some are more
vociferous about their Faith, while others prefer to be quieter about it.
But no matter what one’s expression, one’s Faith envel opes their
entire being, determines how they will behave, and what values they
hold dear. AsJews, our Jewishnessis even morethan that....it isnot
just a belief system that we have in common, it is a collective
memory, a culture and a bloodline. Even Gerim (converts) are
connected by blood, as children and extended family all have Jewish
blood running through their veins. We also have a common land and
a common language which ties ustogether. We may have differing
opinions on what isthe best way to express this common belief
system, but we share it nonetheless. And it is precisaly this belief
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system which should serve as a connection, a bond between us that in
some ways separates us from other homeschoolers who do not have
this Faith.

As Jewish homeschool ers we have different needs, too. Wehaveto
come together to form learning groups that are affordable, we need to
shareresources for obtaining materials for teaching Hebrew, Isradli
History, Holidays, and other Judaic subjects. We need to be with
people who understand about our unigue eating requirements, rules
about boy-girl interaction or why certain dates just don’t work for
fieldtrips or socials. And, particularly in the Orthodox Community,
we need to establish a presence that sends the message to the
Community that Homeschooling is a viable Jewish educational choice
and not just some leftover from the hippie movement that is only good
for those who don’t fit in to “the system” and arereally on the fringe
of Judaism anyway. If we do not put the energy into supporting a
uniquely Jewish group that endeavors to meet these needs, then we
are abandoning our brothers and sisters and failing each other. We
must work to establish this support group as a place for new
homeschool ers to find friendship and advice, asa point of connection
and as aliason with the greater Jewish Community. | hope you will
join mein this very worthwhile cause by joining BASHERT, giving
your time and participating in its activities.

Warning!

The Baltimore City Public School System has done a
mass mailing to all Baltimore City Homeschoolers
requiring everyone to file another notification with its
office by May 9th. They have misquoted the Maryland
Homeschooling law and made the wording of the letter
very threatening. All homeschool leaders in Maryland
have advised NOT submitting this notification as it is not
required by law at thistime and is in fact not legal
according to the Law in Maryland. They are asking all
homeschoolersto ignore this letter, they cannot enforce its
threat. They are working with legislatorsto get this
situation resolved quickly.
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A Letter written to Ms. Linde of the Maryland State Department of
Education in response to the MSDE’s attempt to change the
homeschooling law:

Dear Ms. Linde,

It is my understanding that you are receiving comments about the
proposed changes to the Homeschooling Law in Maryland. | would
like to begin by saying that | am NOT a christian homeschooler. |
believe that this is important for you to know because it is my un-
derstanding that members of the school board are under the im-
pression that the only homeschoolers in the State of Maryland who
voice their opinions are the christian ones. Many times this is not
because non-christians have no opinion on the matter, nor that
they agree with it, but rather, that they are not necessarily involved
in groups and thus not as well informed of changes being made in
legislation.

The Maryland Homeschooling Law, while not being overly restric-
tive, does have more requirements than the majority of states in
this country. The proposed changes make the faulty assumption
that homeschooling is a privilege and not a right. In fact, when one
examines how the educational system began in this country, one
realizes that all early Americans were educated in the home for at
least part of their education and that formal education, i.e. college,
was a privilege only for the wealthy or the extremely intelligent.
Public schools came about as a way to provide educational oppor-
tunities for those who could not otherwise obtain them. The meta-
morphosis of the educational system from this to the modern ap-
parition that we public school is unbelievable. What began as an
opportunity has now become a state-mandated requirement, and
what began as the fundamental right to educate our children in the
manner we see fit is slowly being chiseled away at under the guise
of "the common good". The biggest mistake that the government
can make is to assume that left to our own devices, the citizenry
will choose ignorance over education. This is contraindicated con-
sidering that even homeschooling parents who are legally illiterate
are raising children who score higher on tests than a majority of
public school students. Our very own capitalist system discour-
ages people to choose ignorance as it has been proven over and
over again that educated people succeed in a capitalist society, |
say all this to say that it has been the history of our government to
ruin a good thing by converting the voluntary into the mandatory
and then legislating it to death.

Homeschoolers educate their children at home because they care



about producing well educated, emotionally well adjusted, deep
thinking citizens and future leaders of our country. They do not
choose to homeschool out of a desire to "get away with" some-
thing. Over legislating this process will not lead to a more edu-
cated citizenry, only to a more pressured Board of Education as
they take on responsibilities they should not be burdened with.
Please seriously consider leaving the Homeschool law un-
changed, don't fix what isn't broken.

Respectfully,

Penina Taylor

14818 () * (S

Rochd Taylor’s favorite poem:

ELETELEPHONY
by Laura E. Richards

Once ther was an elephant,
Who tried to use the tel ephant -
No! no! | mean an el ephone
Who tried to use the telephone -
(Dear me! | am not certain quite
That even now I’vegot it right.)

Howe’er it was, he got histrunk
Entangled in the tel ephunk;

The more he tried to get it free,
The louder buzzed the tel ephee -
(I fear 1’d better drop the song
Of elehop and telephong!)
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